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March 2, 2021.

Dear friends
& family,

T is with a heavy heart that I must inform you
about the death of Nittaya J. Kotchabhakdi, B.Sc.,
M.D., M.Sc. (MCH), FRCPed, Mahidol University
Faculty of Medicine class of 1972 and Harvard
School of Public Health class of 1980. She passed
away peacefully in the mid-afternoon of Monday
March 1, 2021, at the age of 74, in Bangkok,
Thailand, due to a complication arising from

pulmonary embolism.

She was born in 1947 in Bangkok to the
loving and caring Jirathiyut family. She graduated
B.Sc (Hon) in life sciences and MD (Hon) from
the Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital,
Mahidol University, Thailand in 1972. She won

a scholarship from the Royal Thai Government

;0 | THAI DBP
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to study maternal and child health at Harvard
School of Public Health, Boston, USA, where she
was also trained in Developmental-Behavioral
Pediatric by the late Prof. Terry B. Brazelton,
MD, from Child Development Unit at the Boston
Children’s Hospital Medical Center. After receiving
her master’s degree, she came back to Thailand
to establish the first Developmental Behavioral
Pediatrics (“DBP”) Division at Ramathibodi
Hospital in Bangkok, where she served for more
than 25 years as pediatrician and associate professor
in pediatrics. In 2004, she became the founding
chairperson for the committee on DBP fellowship
training and certification, under the Royal College

of Pediatricians of Thailand.



In 1998, Nittaya also founded the National
Institute for Child and Family Development and
later started the Master of Science Program in
Human Development in 2002. Dr. Brazelton and his
team also visited to give lectures and conducted
workshops in 2005. Even when she moved back
to work at Mahidol University’s medical school
after finishing her second term as a full-time
director at the National Institute, she continued to
serve as graduate program director and research
project director there. She also served on several
national, regional and global policy boards related
to family and child development such as UNICEF,
AAP, etc. She was the recipient of numerous
lifetime achievement awards and was a pioneer in
family and child development health in Thailand

and the region.

Nittaya was a true lover of music, art
and poetry. She married her husband, Naiphinich
Kotchabhakdi, in 1974 and they had countless
memories together, most of which involved
lectures, traveling and food. They were best friends
and soulmates in the truest sense. Naiphinich also
took excellent care of her in every possible way
over the last few years after she suffered from a
stroke. She is survived by her husband and their

son, Nicky, and their new comer daughter-in-law.

Per Nittaya’s wishes, her body is being
donated to the Faculty of Sciences at Mahidol
University for research and educational purposes.
Buddhist funeral rites would be held at Wat Makut

Kasatriyaram, Bangkok, for three nights. Due to
environmental concerns, please kindly refrain from
sending any wreath. A charitable fund under her
name will be established to support maternal and
child health research (the details will be provided
as soon as they become available). Your donation
in her memory to support her lifelong causes will

be greatly appreciated.

Please drop us a line of your reflection on
her splendid and meaningful life to sombuntham@
post.harvard.edu so we can incorporate that in
her book of memoirs. Kindly remember her in

your prayers too.

A loved one lives forever in the hearts
of those who cared, A loved one lives forever in

the memories that were shared.

Sincerely yours,

T. Sombuntham

Tasnawat Thomas Sombuntham, MD., M. Sc.
Division of Dev.-Beh. Pediatrics

Ramathibodi Hospital

Rama VI Road, Bangkok, Thailand

sombuntham@post.harvard.edu
tasnawat.som@mahidol.ac.th
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Your life was a Blessing,
Your memory a Treasure,
You are loved beyond Words,

and missed beyond Measure.
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